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LORD BOLINGBROKE,

1 ENRY St. John, Lord Bolingbroke, was one
of the most eminent among the publick men of
the early part of the 18.th century in England;
but his endowments and character presented a.
series of strange inconsistencies. With great in-
genuity and knowledge, as a writer, and with
great industry and ambition. as a statesman, he
has left among his works some things which
might serve as leading lights to mankind, some
to mislead, and in his example many to corrupt.
As a commentator on history, his systems are
founded on the purest principles of liberty. As a
practical statesman, hre supported and often led
a party who were labouring to bring back an
arbitrary despotism. His ethical works breathe
the spirit of the loftiest morality. His life was
one of the most shameful excess. Shrewd, pro-
found, and convincing, in his philosophy, when
treating of high political and moral traths,, he
was vain, superficial, and illogical, when writing
on the highest philosophy of all, the traths of
revelation , which he endeavoured to impuga
without showing reasonable grounds of doubt,
or any probable system of his own to substitute.
With the proudest notions of political honour
he engaged England in a most dishonovurable
treaty, and with the most fervid courage, some=
times shewn in difficulty, he at last basely fled
his country, when, for his own veputation and
that of the cause he had supported, he should
have stood the comseqnences of an impeachment
which his own publick measures had brought
upon him. ¢ In this manner” says his biogra-
pher (Mallet) “lived and died Lord Bolingbroke;
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evfr active, never depressed, ever pursuing for-
tune, and as constantly disappointed by her. In
whatever light we view his character, we shall
find him an object rather properer for our won-
der, than our imitation; more to be feared than
esteemed, and gaining our admiration without
our love. His ambition ever aimed at the sum-
mit of power, and nothing seemed capable of
satisfying his immoderate desires, but the hberty
of governing all things without a rival. With as
much ambition, as great abilities, and more ac-
quired knowledge than Casar, he wanted only
his courage to be as successful: but the schemes
his "head dictated, his heart often refused to
execute; and he lost the ability to perform, just
When the great occasion called for all his' ef-
forts to engage.” "

The following extract is taken from a short
but eloquent Essay published by him in the form
of a “Letter to a” Noble Lord” on * The Spint
of Patriotism. ”

“The service of our country is no chimerical, but a
real duty. He who admits the proofs of any other
moral duty, drawn from the constitution of human
nature, or from the moral fitness and unfitness of things,
must admit them in favor of this duty, or be reduced
to the most absurd incousistency. When he has once
admitted the duty on these proofs, it will be no dif-
ficult matter to demonstrate to him that his obliga-
tion to the performaunce of it is in proportion to the means
and the opportunities he - has of performing it; and
that nothing can discharge him from this obligation
as long as he has these means and these opportuni-
ties in his power, and as long as his country con-
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tin?xes in the same want of his services. These oblis
gations, then, to the public service may - become: obli-
gations for life on certain persons. No doubt they may :
and shall this consideration become a reason for deny-
ing or evading them? On the contrary, sure it should
become a reason for acknowledging and fulfilling them,
with the greatest gratitude to the Supreme Being, who
has made us capable of acting s0 excellent a part,
and with the utmost benevolence to maunkind. Supe-
rior talents, and superior rank amongst our fellow-crea-
tures, whether acquired by birth, or by the course of
accidents, and the success of our own industry , are
noble prerogatives. Shall he, who possesses them, repine-
at the obligation they lay him under, of passing. his
whole life 1n the noblest occupation of which human
nature is capable? To what higher station', to what
greater glory, can any mortal aspire, thau to be, du-
ring the whole course of his life, the support of goed,
the controul of bad government, and the guardian of
public liberty? To be driven from hence by succefsful
tyranny, by loss of health or of parts, or by the force
of acadents, is to be degraded 1n such a manner as
to deserve pity, and not to incur blame; but to de-
grade ourselves, to descend voluntarily, and by. choice,
from the highest to a lower, perhaps to the lowest rank
among the sons of Avam. to abaundon the governmeunt
of men for that of hounds and horses, the care of a
kingdom for that of a parish , and a scene of great
and generous efforts in public life for one of trifling
amusements and low cares, of sloth and of idleness,
what is it, my Lord? I had rather your Lordship should
nama it than I,
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