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aud hat were the peculiar characteristics of the Greed
- developement.

s sesm—

L5t The Creeks arrived at the “ intellectual or scientific”
developement before the  Social.”

IT is an extraordinary fact, (bt the Greeks, before their
complete ‘¢ sacial ¢ developement ” had arrived , it may be
said from their cradle at the ¢ intellectual ” ~— Music and
Poetry , the first and greatest steps towards the civilization
and refinement of a nation, were found, not cultivated exclu-
sively in particular families, nor peculiar circumstances, but
intermixed with every part of the Greek life —In. their tem-=
ples, in the palaces of their princes, in the festivities of the
people, they invariably had their place — The suitors of Pe-
nclope were entertained by the music of Phineus, and the
Phacacian subjects of Alcinoous by that of Demodocus (8).
The more ancient of these viz, Melampus, Linus, Tymolpus,
Yagnes, Olimpus, Musaeus, Olen, Filammon, Thamyris, Pam-=
phos, Amphion, Orpheus etc. whether they were real and histo=
rical personages or whether, as the moderns pretend, they were
mere images of fietion, prove pevertheless that ideas of
Poetry and of Music existed in the very infancy of ihe na-
tion. For, in addition to those, they were also supposed to
possess the attributes- of Theology and Medicine, which scien=
ces being considered divine and in some measure intermediate

petween God and Man, were every where revered and ad-

mired.

If one of these is called a Thracian , another 2 Lycian ,
this only shows, either that they were originally from those
countries, or that Greeks existed in those parts time out of
mind., For the Greeks, whe were no doubt of Asiatic origin,
came partly in a southern. direction by way of Crete and the
islands, and part took a more northern route, What wonder
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me?forc if some stragglers had remained behind? The moue
modern, Greeks not ouly endowed them with Grecian poetrys
but celebrated their obsequies as of persons who really had

oxisted. Dut even supposing that they were not Greeks, but
natives of some barbarous coyntry, this not only would not
weaken but would rather confirm our conclusions; for they,
as foreigners and speaking a different language, would bhave

been for ever unhnown in Greece, had there not existed a
similitude of ideas and notions.g

_ Passing on from Music and Poetry to Mythology, we are not
prepared 1o contend , that all the fabulqus stories of Greece
are the symbols of some hidden philosophy as some philelo-
gists assert; for it would be a work wortimy only of Procru-
stes to force into one shape, and one form so many different
égecies of fables, That many of these diversified fubles , such
as those regarding the caurse of mnature, the world etc. were
the first weak attempts of their infant philosophy2 resembling
the first attempts of a child to speak and think, it is proba-
ble few will deny. When afterwards, with the advancement
of the mnation, the true spirit of I:’hilosoplly! appeared unobs
scured by the fabulous mist which formerly qurrounded it,
the elastip mind of the Greeks directed itself to the explana-
tion of the phenomena of nature, and of man, as the bold
Navigator steers in search of unknown shores ; and in the
proud and haughty character of the nation , exeited rather
than discouraged by the obstacles which opRosed themselves
in its first steps to learning, origina_ted those numerous at-
tempts at the fulfilment of its desire the various and diversi-
fied systems of p_hil_os_ophy replete with boldness and gravity.
~ The history of the Greek Philosophy is in fact a history
of the progressive deyelopement of the nation. For it shews
us that, Fancy, which is always developed before the other
mental powers, surpassing Reason, formed the first systems
of the Jonic and Ttalian schools. That subsequemly, these
two faculties having atiined an equilibrium , arose the Pla-
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tonic system which mixes so many fabulous stories witl
the sublimest philosophy, and produces such a happy and
beautiful combination of fiction and truth.

— That at a third period, in the time of Aristotle, the force
of reason surpassing that of imagination, laid the first foun-
dations of - that ethical system which has been counfirmed
by experience , and which reigned undisputed for many cen=
turies ; untill at a still later period the more critical modern
Philosophy began to examine and distinguish between the
certainty or uncertainty of the oﬁl, following in this perhaps
the example of the ancient Ephectics. — « Epaxruiv, who
either in veal despair of arriving at a true explanation of
the pbenomena of nature , or from a spirit of rivalry and
opposition to those schools which affirmed and. explained
every thing, began to doupt of every thing - as if fate had
ordained that the moderns should be anticipated in every new
course they might take on this subject.

The boldest problems of Philusophy such as - What is this
world , - what its origin, and what will be its end? What is
god ? What is man? What his predestined end? By what pow-
er does man judge and decide on any subject? By what
ligh tribunal are his judgements confirmed? What is  just
and unjust - what pious and impious , what good and evil ?
All these and many others of those questions, which reflect
honour on the human mind, and which to this day engage
the attention of the philosophic schools of England , France ,

and preeminently of Germany, were discussed and examined
in various modes and under different shapes by the learned
minds of Greece.

In natural Philosophy, the Greeks were pot less distinguis-
hed. — The few fragments of this, which remain , and
the unusual mode of expression adopted in them , have de-
terred many from prosecuting their researches on this subject.
Others who were bolder, have been led, by their perfect
ignorance of the manner in which they were explained by the
learned of those times, into the erroneous idea that the whole
of the ancient philosophical notions on this head were weak

]
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and childish , when on the contrary in $ublimity and acu?eness
they fell very lite short of the modern systems, But on ‘a
strict examination of what does remain, it would be certainly
wrong and only fit for a vulgar mind to expect to find truth
in every part of the ancient philosophy - and who can vouch
for the  whole truth being even now discovered after so
much labour and discussion? - It has certainly been raised
but few steps from the abyss in which it w,a's‘fqund by De-
mocritus. - It is however sufﬁlc‘i?ént honour for the Grecks
to be able 10 boast of having guessed at tany things which
later observations have proved 1o be facts, and have therefore
reproduced on the philosophic stage. - (g)

To form a complete pieture of the developement of Greece,
it would be necessary to give a ‘detiled history of each par-
ticular science. - But who éver attempts this arduous task must
not only, as is justly remarked by the learned and critical
Woif be a philologist and a critic, but must be fully acquainted
with the particular science of which he would trace the ori-
gin and progress, and be capable likewise of correctly appre-
ciating the value of the other scierices which accompanied it.

Such a person is difficult to be found. For rarely, very rarely

are these twu qualities united.

Itis likewise a painful fact that, concerning some of the
sciences which the profundity and acuteness of the Greeks
brought to so high a piteh with such limited means, such as
Mathematics and Astronomy, we have no data to assist us
in judging how such proficiency wis acquired - (10)

But whilethe Greeks from their very origin untill they reached
the acme of their civilization eagerly pursued the intellectual, what
was their condition as regards their social, developement? On
the one hand neither husbandry, the manufacture of wine, nor
the use of metals was unknown to them, but on the other they
had only bandmills to grind their corn, and bad no idea of a
metallic currency, taking the ox as the ounly symbol of pro-
penty, and standard of value. (r1) Not to mention knives and
forks, which the custom of having a domestic for the express
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purpose of carving may have rendered superfluous, or
spoons which were perhaps, unnecessary, from soups gravies
and dishes of that description not being much used, It is ex-
traordinary that .the correct and careful Homer, although he
frequently names the cwer and basin as used for the pur-
pose of -washing the bands, nowhere mentions the towel, so
that if we may be allowed to bazard a guess founded on the
poevs silence, they perhaps wipedl their hands on the tunic
which answered to the lower part of the shirt as now worn =
1t we suppose, and. it is certainly very probable, that Ho-
mer in describing the synods of Olympus, and the actions of
the Gods and Goddesses intended to represent the lives of
the princes and princesses of the Greeks, we must conclude,
that the ladies of those -days did not wear shoes in the
bouse, but -only when they 'appeared in public -on high and

~" “sta)e occasions ; for we find both Minerva and Juno described

.as putting on their sandals when they went abroad. (12) From
the nakedness of the feet was naturaily derived the epithet
¢t silver footed” (dpyvpémeta) As from that of the arms {heurd 4
Jevog) white armed—We say probably, with regard to the fe-
males for as to the men no one who is at all versed in an-
cient history can ever doubt it—(13) The Greeks, posterior to
Homer, certainly enjoyed many of the comforts of social life-—
If however leaving apart his comic and exa sgerated descrip -
tions, we may take Aristophanes as in some degree a faith-
ful painter of Athenian life and manners, we must confess ,
that on this point they not only did not inany way resemble
in comfort and luxury the European cities of the present
day, but that they nearly approached the condition of the

countrymen and villagers ; and besides the above comic author

we have many undeniable proofs, that not only in their food,

in their sauces, in their fires, and in their social 1ntercourse (14)

was their civilization so incomplete, but, which is far more 1mn-

portant, that men were frequently in danger of being daepri-

ved of their liberty by kidnappers(15), and that their Towus
16
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were -~ feft unguard‘ed and exposed to be snrprised and pilla=
ted by their enemies. (16)

By men<having constantly before their eyes the present
mode of living in the large cities of Europe, and to it alone
accustomed, the external appearances. and refinements of so.-
cial life, are taken as the only data whereby to judge of.
the intellectual developement. The cut of a coat, the tye of
a neckecloth or the whiteness. of amhandkerchief, may be con-
sidered tests of civilization — they may judge of a man’s
education by his manner of walking or by his bow.—To those
who thus estimate internal worth by external showe it wilk
no doubt appear extraordinary that one aneient philosepher
gave away his patrimony, in order to be more at leisure to-
prosecute his studies—that Socrates barefooted reproved the-

~drbenian sophists for their ignorance, that the conqueror of

Asia Agesilaos, the warlike Phocion, and the eloquent Demosthe-

pes went bareheaded and unshod; (r7) that the Greeks o
the Athenians themselves , sumptuous and. magnificent in,
their festivals and in all public occasions, lived.

their theatres,
in their small and confined, habita~

most simply and. plainly
#Hons. A

It would not only be a gross: absurdity, but grass injustice
to. conclude from the foregoing premises that the Greeks did
not draw a distinguisliing line Between careless simplicity or

pardonable negligence, and slovenly or disgusting cynicism.

Whoever does so must have forgotten the carpets. of Plato.
which, with cynic arrogance were teampled on by Diogenes; he-
must have forgotten the characters of Theophrastus, he must have
forgotten that from. the inhabitants of Attica was derived the-

synonyme for wit ¢ Atticism, ” as. from- the polished manuers

of the Romans avose the term ¢ Urbanity,
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~On the whole we may therefore conclude , that a7§ 7the
gross Asiatics, giving their whole attention to external orna-
ment and luxury, neglected, or were utterly unconscious of
any internal developement; so on the contrary the Greeks,
¢ven the polished Athenians, eager and steadfast in the puvs
suit of intellectual acquirements, trequently attended more to
them than the circumstances of those times required, and con-
sidered any care or study in matters which merely regarded
exterior show or appearance as, foppish , effeminate and in-
compatible with the grave-manners of that" ancient period.
But from the austere and oldfashioned are we to judge of
the whole nation 2 certainly not - the Athenians not only at
some periods considered as slovenly and dirty those who
went barefooted, but had at every period their various fashions;
(18) the Athenians, and indeed all the Greeks bad, no doubt
their own peculiar luxuries and conveniences ; they had good
eyuses in the town and country, (19) they wore rich dresses,
their tables were covered with the produce of their own,
and of foreign countries, but it also cannot be denied, that
in the order, comfort, and politeness of social life the Do~
mans were beyond comparisom superior to the Greeks, who
were always poorer (20) and remained more faithful to nature,
¢« Mores et instituta vitae, ¢“said Cicero” resque domeslicas ac
¢ familiares profecto et melius tuemur ac lautius ,, and this
is not like other trite sayings of Cicero.

In their domestic economy and in legislature, the Romans,
from the first, showed a peculiar genius, and the Latin Ho-
mer was not wrong when giving to others the superiority in
arts and sciences, he allowed) to the Romans the peculiar
merit of having first introduced comfort and politeness into
social life, (21) and indeed it was easy for them to enjoy the
greatest luxury, for they stripped and pillaged the' whole
world ; The gold and silver of the greatest part of the then
known world were swallowed up in the vast sink of Rome.

It suffices to remember, that by the immense sums which were
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~extorted for the purchase of peace from Philip and Antiochus,

and from lllyria, Epirus, Etolia, Cephalonia and Macedonia,
the Roman treasury was so enriched that relieving the citi-

zens from all imposts, they were enabled to proclaim a com-.

plete abolition of all Taxes which continued in force for many
years (22). From the extortions and plunder of their chiefs
arose as a necessary consequence the unexampled wealth and

luxury of the Romans. The pafices of the great were whole

towns (23), the sea and the land were ransacked to supply
the sumptuous tables of the haughty conquerors of the world-
Merchants followed their armies for the express purpose of
purchasing the slaves who where afterwards carried in troops
¢ither to Rome or to some other of the various slavemarkets,
which were every where established to facilitate their

~wmde - In the now barren Island Delos it frequently happened

Ty

that more than five thousand were sold in one day. These
were all distributed throughout the domains and gardens of
the wealthy proprietors, thus supplying the void which their
continual wars, would otherwise have left in the population
of Italy. Those which were required for domestic services,
were kept in the city, separate establishments being always
maintained by the master and mistress of the mansion (24).

The Athenians had no doubt their Nicias celebrated for
sublime and divine acquirements and even for wealth (25)/
But where could they find a Crassus whose immense
riches exceeded the value of all Attica? (26) They had certain-
ly their Alcibiades capable of providing quail-feasts, and of
displaying sumptuous equipages etc. But how could they
afford the suppers of Lucullus? To effect this half Athens must
have ‘been sold. Those Greeks who were invited to the table
of Lucullus found themselves in the same situation as Prince
M.....in the great city of London (27). Finally the Greeks
bad their Aspasia’s with hzir cosly garments, flowing robes
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and numerous servants (28);but how many Aspasia’s would it
take to equal one Poppea? (29):

~So much_for our first assumption, viz that the Greeks ar-
rived at their intellectual developement before the comple-
tion of their social civilization - Whether the curious and stu-
dious ;disPogition"oF the presen-l:' Greeks, tends still farther
to. support our conclusion, we will not now discuss, It can-
not - however be -denied that these qualities  are inherited
from their ancestors. e

N.B. The Notes to be inserted in'the following number.




