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JOHN PHILPOTT CURRAN.

’111.111 following short specimen of gorgeous declamation and
rich rhetorical 1magery 1s extracted from a speech made
by John Philpott Curran, an eminent Irish Barrister in
defence of a person aceused of a treasonable Libel. —
In one of the passages of the alledged libel, which among
others was adduced in support of the Indictment, was
the phrase of * Universal Emancipation ~”, whiclfj was
charged as inviling to a conspiracy of the Irish People
against the Government. Towards the close of Curran’s
speech, on being reminded of this phrase, he broke- forth,
apparently unprepared, into the followng sentence.

¢« Universal Emancipation? — Yes I had forgotten that
phrase ,—and I thank you for reminding me of it. And
now, Gentlemen of the Jury, T speak in the spirit of the
British Law, -which makes Liberty commensurate with
and inseparable from the British Soil; which tells even
to the Stranger and the Sojourmer that, from the mo-
ment he has set his foot upon British Earth, from that
moment he is free; and why? because it has been hal-
lowed by the Spirit of Universal Emancipation. No mat-
ter what climate incompatible with Freedom; - an Indian
or an African Sun may have burned upon that man’s
head; no matter in what disastrous batlle his liberties may
have been cloven downj; no matter with what horrid sole-
mnities he may have been devoted to the altar of slavery.
Trom the moment he touches the British earth, he is
where the Altar and the God sink together in the dust.
His soul walks abroad in her own majesty; his body swells
from beyond the measure of his chains, whieh burst irom
* around him; and he stands, redeemed, regenerated, and
disenthralled, by what? by this much blamed Spirit of Uni-

versal Emancipation. ”’ s
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