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ON THE DEVELOPEMENT OF CHARACTER
AMONG THE ANCIENT GREEKS.

In this article, we will give a short ‘treatise on the fol-
fowing three heads. — 1. What is deve]opemeut of Cha-
racter in general, as here understood ? 2. What are the
peculiar characteristicks of the ancient Greeks ? 3. what
was the manner of life in Greece ? — which will conclude,
with a summary comparison with those of the Asiatics ,
Romans, and the people of the West of Europe.

1.4 What is deqelolbement of Character in general
as here understood ?

IT may be observed, that nature, ever fond of variety,
has been pleased to give to each different species of ani-
mal and vegetable life, distinct and separate limits for the
respective increase and perfection of their forces. —

The reed never arrives at the size and strength ‘of the
Oak , nor the dog at that of the Elephant. — We may
also remark, that the same species, placed in different
situations , receives a different degree of increase and per-
fection. — The greater or less degree of perfection to
which each may arrive , may therefore be termed develo-
pement , and the greatest possible perfection of which each
particular  genus 1s susceptible, is its complete develope-
ment. Should the seed be crushed or destroyed before it has
begun to shoot, it will not be developed at all. — Should
1t be prevented by circumstances from shooting as it ought,
it will be but partially or badly developed, — But should
it_be neither injured by climate, situation, or any other
cause , and on the contrary should every thing conspire
to render it a deeprooted, flourishing, and many branched
tree, 1t will then arrive at the fullest and most complete
developement - of which its nature is capable. -- By the -
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erease and multiplication: of ‘this tree , are formed ,  either.
the groves which the care of Maun has planted and culti-
vated for his use and amusement , or those ecternal and
awful natural forests, where the hatchet was never heard ,
and ‘_t:hrougl'i :v‘vhosc leafy and branched tops the genial and
enlivening rays of the sun have never from the beginning
of the world been able to penetrate. — Neither sickuess,
nor famine nor any other cause, great or small, has pre-
vented any of the lv,arger sorts of Cattle from arriving at that
degree of perfection and strength of which each 1s capa-
ble. -- Each particular animal of these species has its forces
more fully .developéd than one that-may unfortunately have
been starved or maimed, and by increasing and multiplying
such cattle are formed the numerous droves, which either
supply the ‘wants and  pleasures - of sovereign man, or
they are left to roam, wild and untamed, in the woods
and plains never marked with the badge of servitude, like
the countless horses of European breed which wander in
Paraguay , their necks ungalled by the yoke , and'their
“flanks untouched by the spur. --

Leaving the brute animals and vegetables which we
merely introduced by. way of example let us now proceed
to treat of -man, who possesses some faculties and qua-
lities common to brute animals and plants , and others
peculiar to himself. -- Whether the distinctive qualities of
Man and of other organic bedies be to be referred to
the developement of preexisting perfectly formed particles,
or to some successive and gradual process by which sha-
peless matter is organized and fitted together by the fa-
shioning hand of Providence; is, and will be, one of the
unsolved problems of Physiology. (1) -- It is sufficient for
our purpose to consider man as we see him formed.

As a healthy and robust infant is from its birth cast
inlo more or less fortunate circumstances, it will naturally
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be the more likely to arrive at the highest degree of ﬁle-
velopement and perfection of which 1ts kind 15 capable,
and to_ surpass others of the same kind to whem nature
may have been less bountiful, or who may have found
fortune adverse to her views. -- Man being endowed with
both physical ‘and mental faculties , and some of these
meéntal faculties being of an inferior order, and enjoyed
by him in common with the brute creation, and others
superior and peculiar to himself, it is possible that, all
the superior faculties being neglected , man may approach
the condition of the brute, or on the other hand by the
high developement of his mental , and peculiarly of the
superior faculties he mmy partake more of the qualities of
higher spirits. -- '

The perfection of Man being however always only rela-
tive, both m .its quality and degree, and in his greatest
perfection something being always wanting, we must there-
fore conclude, that, should one man be endowed with su-
perior faculties and these faculties be brought to a higher
degree of perfection, his character will be more developed
than. that of another who may possess inferior faculties
and in less perfection. -- If we suppose all the faculties and
capabilities of man to be ten, and that one man possesses
five  of these, and another the other five, the character
of these two will be more or less developed, in comparison
to each other, according to their respective capacities; and
such in  numberless and diversified combinations , aund
relations is the condition of nearly all mankind. --

Proceeding with the foregoing example we may say
that, as, by their multiplication and increase, trees form
woods, and cattle herds and flocks of the same character,
so men form the character of mations, which are but the
social union of mamy men.- What is lost or gained by each
individual man in this social state, is foreign to our en-
quiry. -- The same elements exist in this as in every other
condition , and divers faculties, susceptible of a different
degree of perfection and developement. Should oue Nation
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therefore have less capabilities and those in less perfection ;
this nation will be less perfect and its forces less developed ,
than another possessing superior capabilities and in greater
perfection. -- One nation may be superior in points where
- another is inferior , and viceversa, the character of these
nations will be more or less developed in comparison with
each other , according to the peculiar fuculties of which
éach is possessed, and such by numerous and various ana-
logies is the condition of all -pations. -« If we could sup-
pose a nation possessing every possible capability, and these
by superior industry , brought to the highest degree of
serfection, this would be the character the most developed --
he most perfect - the most happy among nations. -- But
neither has experience hitherto shown us any such nation ,
either among those continually advancing towards perfection,
of among those sometimes advancing and sometimes sta-
tionary , to say nothing of those which have been receding
from it; nor has theory pointed out any precise limits ot
perfection , nor will it indeed allow us to imagine, the
existence of any nation, than which it is not possible to
form another more perfect. This however dees not preclude
the possible existence of a gigantic or pigmy unation as
there ‘have existed both dwarfs and giants.

The developement of a nation, as of its component men
may be called by many names -- Cultivation -- Education --
Government -- Civilization etc. -- The first of these terms is
derived from the careful hushandry of the soil , which
thus is made to develope greater capability and is conse-
quently better , than when barren and uncultivated. -- The
second refers to the method taken in the instruction of
the youth of both sexes, who are capable only of this
~species of developement. The third has its origin, in the
just and correct observation , that it is only by union,
and by the union of free citizens that any developement
of the faculties of a nation can be obtained. -- The deve-
lopement of a Nation of Slaves would be like the clumsy
attempts of a Man at graceful or active movement, 1 chains
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and fetters. - Not only is developement impeded , not only
is man deprived of more than half his virtues , as is justly
remarked by the great observer of human nature (2), but
the reasoning faculties , which although™ not superfluous ,
are often a dangerous gift to those who possess them, are
destroyed by slavery.

The last name « Civilization » is a subject for more
serious consideration. -- 1.* Because the faculties of Man
when developed are more worthy of attentien and observation
than when they are not. -- 2. Because for civilization the
Nation must previously be in a state susceptible of it, as
to produce developement of character we must presuppose
some principle of character involved and concealed , which
care and art, acting 1n aid. of nature., .or sometimes na-
ture without the assistance of art, may uufold. -- To ex-
pect developement from what is not susceptible of 1t, or
where there is nothing to unfold, would be as absurd as
to try to raise to the stature of a giant, one whom nature
hed “doomed to be a dwarf. Before aspiring therefore to
civilization, every one, in order to avoid labouring in vaiv,
should carefully examine, the respective ‘capabilities of re-
ceiving it, -as in the case of plants, animals , men and
nations. - :

But if the reed cannot become an Oak, mnor the Dog
an Elephant, is ‘it possible for one mau’s character to be
developed. precisely in « similar manuoer to that of another?
The old Philosophy:, deriving every thing from Education
alone, and not admitting the doctriae -of a difference in
Nature, might perhaps answer in the affirmative. -- Ex-
perience has however proved the contrary. Thersites could
never be made to equal Achilles , ner . every wrestler to
vie with Milo, neither could Zenocrates ever become
Aristotle. -- It might as well be expected to give to the
tortoise the properties of the hare. - But although 1t 15
impossible for one man to precisely resemble another , 18
it not possible for nations composed of many different
men , capable reciprocally  of supplying each “ other’s defi-
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giencies , to receive the same degres of developement ?
The progress which has been made by Modern Europe,
from. Stockholm to Nauplia, from FLisbon to Astracan , to-
wards the same ends of civilization-and developement certainly
tends to prove this; but in spite of every care and of the
greatest. aitention and labour , similitude will always have
its limits, and some difference in quality and degree will
always remain. -- In what manner the Climate and the
yarious circumstances dependent on it, act on the national
character . we will leave to be explained by a Philosophy
beyond our present purpose. It however seems to be unde-
niable that any difference 1n national - character , will al-
ways produce a’ different degree of - developement , and’,
should any hyperbolic philosophy maintain a different: doc-
trine , history will prove that neither the Macedonians ever
were in identity of spirit Athenians, the Romans Greeks,
the Italian or French Romauns, nor the English Germans. --

But, if we suppose that the pational character can be
changed and that the Bedoin , newly conquered subject
of France, may in course of time become 1n spirit a gay
Parisian, what becomes of the insurmountable obstacles which
so_many nations have found in their progress to civiliza-
tion? -~ How will the inhabitant of those frozen regions,
Jately di‘scovered by the British traveller Capt. Ross. (3)
ever reach the same degree of developement as the English
or French, where he is obliged to employ so great a portion
of the year in providing, by the most arduous labour,
a bare subsistence for the remainder. -- It would be a
subject for the curious disquisition of some philosopher to
examine what degree of civilization or developement those
people are capable of receiving, and what would be their
notion of the » ideal good. » -- Aund why this difference ?
it may be asked; -- because nature is fond of variety,
and of the consequent alternation of Nations - or perhaps
because such is the necessary and inevitable consequence
of her first wise laws. - This is a problem wich will be
solved 1n. union with others cimilar to it such as -- Why
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doss nature produce tobust and sickly persous ? whg’ tall
and low? Why dumb and blind? Why different features ?
Finally why is this Farth placed in such an inclined po-
sition towards the sun, and why does it move in this
peculiar course? from which causes are no doubt derived,
if not all, at least most of the differences in men. -~ By
these facts we may truly atfirm , is proved the just obser=
vation of many Ethologists that every thing requisite for
the preservation of the species and for a correct discrimi=
nation betwveen good and bad, just and unjust, has been
given to all men with a liberal and unsparing hand;
but such as are merely essential to magnificence and showy
that power has been more frugal in the dispensation of,
and las made the attainment of them dependent on leng
and arduous labour. .

Whether therefore the capability of developement be
naturally wanting , or whether insurmountable obstacles im-
pede its progress , makes no difference. -— The inhabitants
of the 70.* degree will probably never arrive at the same
dpgree of developement as those of the 50." and 4o.", nor
the numberless people of an inmense continent , the same
as those of the coasts and rivers, --- Nor this alone, which
might perhaps be more casily accounted for, but neither
probably will the Boeotian ‘ever become in spirit. Athenian,
nor the Dutchman French, which seems to be beyond - the
reach - of ~explanation according to any system of sound
Philosophy. ---.1t is therefore’ an act. of prudence for. every
one to aspive at that degree of developement , which his
natare and situation admits of - and., as it would be
wrong to impede nature in its progress lo civilization ,
so would it also be wrong by blindly ‘misdirecting and
straining its powers, to attempt impossibilities. --- Either
would be an act of violence, the violenee of Procrustes.
What a fortunate and ‘at ‘the same time what a rare com-
bination it is, when both nature and ‘situation unite to favour,
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thé dame individual. -= We must not however forget, t{mt
as those nations alone which are susceptible of civilization
can by care and attention become civilized , and when ne.
glected they again relapse, so on the other hand may the
uncivilized by renewed care become mnot only greater thag
they had ever been before, but may even surpass those nae
tions which although already civilized are neglected. -~ Such
is the force of study and education. --- Pridence in these
cases does justice by calculating closely the labour, the ex-
pense and the profits. So much for the different varieties
of human and national developement. :

Modern Europe having arrived at a very superior degree
of civilization , or developement, for this reason the name
of Furopean is connected atways with the term Civilization ,
arid whatever uncivilized individual or nation acquires the
manners, the customs, and the Education of Lurope , is
said to be changed from an Asiatic or an African , nto
a European. -- What Lurope is now to the other quarters
of the Globe as regards civilization , such was formerly Gree-
ce. -- What it is now to become a European it was then to
bécome a Greek, -- The Greck language and customs c¢ivi-
lized many barbarous nations (4) as the neglect of them re-
diaced many Greek nations to barbarism. (5)-

And in this early stage of the Greek history, should any
one “ask the often repeated question , what was the diffe-
rence between the Greeks and the Pelasgi, the term Gre-
cianism - would remove every difficulty. - The Greek tribe
probably differed from the Pelasgic , as, for example , the
different Sclavonic tribes differ from each other, but was
nearly related to it and a branch of the same family. —
This branch , which , according to Herodotus , having se-
parated itself from the General Stock; was very Wweak untill
mncreased by the juiiction of other barbarous tribes, began
from catises unknown to us to be civilized before the others ;
who by slow degrees following their steps acquired their
pame and customs. -- Thus as the Greek nanie 1nereased ;
so the Pelasgic diminished »iniill at last civilization having
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become general the name of Greek entirely superceded that

of Pelasgic. -- This observation first made by Plreretius
has been followed by many others. -- If we may be allowed
to introduce a prayer into philological ~discussions, let us
pray, that, as by means of the Greeks many barbarous
nations were formerly civilized, so mey European Science
and education penetrate and pervade the Last and the South.

National civilization or developement is of two distinct
Kinds. -~ The first regards only the security , order, deco-
rum, and convenience of human life, and may be termed
« Social. » The second guides and directs the rational fa-
culties of man to arts, sciences, and inventions and may
be termed. « Intellectual or Scientific » (6). To the first,
no doubt belong many mechanical and technical dlSCOVE‘l‘lPS,
which may howeéver be attained , and no doubt have been,
without the aid of Science, and such are the greater part
of the pratical notions of the Asiatics and Fgyptians, which
do mot give any very high idea of the Philosophy of those
nations. The  second supposes a nation , industrious, labo-
rious , and naturally refined , a happy combination of nature
and fortune, in which man, raising himself above the rest
of the creation , feels an internal wish to learn what re-
lations hLe has with the beings around him, and what with
his fellowmen, to acqire every knowledge, to steal from
the rich treasures of nature, as Prometheus those of Hea-
ven, or to be allowed to dive iuto her mysterious depths,
and perhaps be enabled to boast of having conquersd her
numerous tests, and discovered some few secrets of which

others must yet remain ignorant, -- To the first either
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Jearning 1s altogether wanting , ov 1f at exst at all, s
the peculiar attribute of the priesthoud or other order ,
by the As:atics termed « Castes », which opens or closes
the narrow portals of Science as may most suit its own
objects.

Literature , that is the assemblage of many authors m
which each contributes his share towards the enlightening
and instructing of his fellow citizens cannot exist in this
state. This can only be found in the second species of de-
velopement , when learning and science are uc longer the
property of any privileged class, but, like the rays of the
sun, shine equally upon all. -- This second civilization,
knows uo limits but those imposed om it by nature and
situation. ‘

It would be an error for any one to suppose, that from
viewing the first or « Social » species of developement or
civilization it would be possible to form an idea of the
second or « intellectual. » - Nations exist which not only
began with the first only, but have ever since remained
in it such as the FEastern nations of Asia, the Chinese,. re-
sembling in this some men, who in their houses , clothes
table , and in all that surrounds them, will not allow avy
thing to be wanting that may be essential to the cleanliness ,
decency , and comfort of their lives, yet at the same tune,
never felt the want of any higher knowledge. -- Those who
in such cases attempt what is beyond the reach of their
low capacities would do well to remember the story of
Megabises , with the Scholars of Apelles and Zeuxis. (7)

But on the other hand, what is still more extraordi-
nary, neither would it be possible to be always correct to
take the intellectual civilization of a mation, as the means
of judging of the social. --- The example of the Greeks
of whom we will now treat will prove the contrary.

( To be continued. )
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NOTES.

{1) See Blumembach Natural History §. 7.
{2) Odyssey, g, verse 123.
s {3) See Jonian Gazzette N0 152,
(4) See Isocrates Panegiric. 133
{5) See Isocrates Evag: 8. Euripides Orestes 485 and Plato Episties 8.
(6) See Wolff -~ Museum Archaiop. I.

(7) See Plut. Tiag dv vig Saxpivere v wikoxa Tob ohes' and Aclian.
Var, Hist, B. 2.2 Cap. 2.1 xzi Plin Hist, Nat, lib. 35. Cap. X,

(8) See Odyssey a. verse 325, 0, verse 83 lliad «. verse 473 - Hymn
Dian; 19 Odyssey &, verse 18.
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