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“THE SEA! - THE SEA! »

Xenopb: Anab:

L e you swabber, and......../!luff Joe, can’t you,
and give those poor devils a chance, out on the yard
arm there , trying to reef that foretopsail. Do you want
to cant them ? — apg gomng five knots , close hauled,
with this swell? ' Luff, I sayl 7 — « Handsomely ,
my sons, ™ continued the skipper , turning his head
from the boy at ‘the hLelm » and looking forward and
upward at the four poor men who were struggling over
the yard , their heels higher than their heads ; to claw
mn the volume of a wet straining foretopsail , which now
fluttered ” and flapped, and then again heavily blew oug
with a crack as though to burst from the bolt ropes, as
the Vessel's head came up or fell off from the blast.
¢ Handsomely, my sohs,.you’ll have a. touch up in the
wind presently — There now! _ Now’s your time, —
1t - liftsgeo= dn- with it, rouse that weather earing well
out. — That’s your sort. — There, come in off the yard
— In, every man of ye. Foretopsail halyards? — Hojst
away  again. — Brace up sharp, and sheet home — Belay,
belay, — A gmall pull more of that bowline, There , —
she walks, — No near Joe!”

“ Sky is dirty to windward, Joe ** continued the
skipper, in a softer tone, as, with a lee leg out, he
walked  three steps aft. ¢ And an angry sunset we've
had .- Shrouds to the Sun, and Mare’s “tails and, that
sort' of a salmon streak on the lower line that means
no good, more particularly over a black breasting ho-
rizon with teeth like 2 saw.-- An indifferent wild night
we're like to have of it! ” And au indifferent wild night
sure enough it was. As indifferent perhaps as ever
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befell a well found brig beating up against a snorting

WNorth Wester , through that marrow passage between the
Darkholm flats and the desolate and dangerons Islands
which cluster round that dreary coast - Low did she
stoop , and heavily did she “labour , through those boi-
ling surges , beneath which many a stout ship has found
its grave, and on which many a stout heart has toiled,
bravely and long after even Hope itself has died wi-
thin it , ay and of which many a tender heart too has
mused almost to breaking , when the night winds have
piped around the home of him who was at Sea.”

“ Up my Lads, - watch and idlers , - clear away
the foretopmast staysail , — wmwan the jib dowshaul - Haul
down , aund hoist away - Light up, once more , top men!
Close reef, forward there ! — A second reef in that main
topsail. Come, bealive! - abaft there; overhaul the peak
and main halyards , and lower away that fore and aft main.
" sail. We must get the Trysail upon her. — Forward !
Rowse that weather back stay well up ; we mustn’t have
the topmast by the board - Well carry on her, Mate
as long as shell stand it - By the powers we must have
mo missing stays now ! — Lock out for the light on the
Longsands ! — Thick as mustard, Mate! ” The Mate
went forward, A dense fog had risen to windward - In
vain did the skipper, spreading his hand betwen the bin-
nacle lamp aud his eyes , strain his much used sight across
the black heaving waters, to catch one confirming glimpse
of the distant light house, ¢ It must be there,  or some-
where there, any how - But we musta’t wait to run ashore
because we can’t see how it bears of us. Ready about!
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— mnot a word- — Now look out for 4 smooth , hoy.

helm’s a lee! Staysail sheet! — come, shell do that,
any how. — Maintopsail haul / Haul avall! — Theres a
gallant craft under her four sails ! — ** And the Master

took one turn of contented pride , five short steps and
back again, upon his reeling deck , catching by the wea-
ther rigging as he passed along.

The fog was now drifting swiftly past the vessel. No
eye could pierce or stare against it. At every plunge she
struck against the opposing billow with a force that shook
her to her centre, aud every timber, mast, spar, groaned
as if each had been endowed with a separate voice to utter
forth it's separate tale of suffering and complaint. The ma-
ster went below, to consult once more his well thumbed
chart , which lay on a small swinging table , ,under the
glancing beam of a solitary lamp at the foot of the com.
panion ladder. There he sat down, a huge bundled mass
of wet fearnought , the lower half of his face wrapped
in the folds of a red worsted comforter , and the upper
shaded by a shapeless slouched hat, which shed its frequent
drops upon the object of his study - For a minute he
sat gazing on the unrolled half of the chart , on which,
as though to mail his carreering vessel to the station he
supposed her to have reached in her represented “course
stood infixed the closed points of his rusty ' compasses ,
under the perpendicular pressure of one upraised fist |,
In contrast with the broad expansive fingers of the other
hand, which lay, hard by , spread over a space denoting
many a rood of ““ shoal water * with ¢ small shells, ”
“ mud, ” or “grey sand. »
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“ The Skull Rock, *” muttered he , « by rights should be
somewhere on the starboard beam. If so, we are well un-
der the lee of the Seven Grave Stones, and the Devil’s
Kitchen is on our quarter - But who knows? — such a
night as this is! — not a glimpse to he caught , and
no truth in soundings, — for, if we could get a cast of
the lead worth any thing, with the arming on, — which is
an impossibility , going this gallows pace, — what would that
tell ? Five fathom , or four and a half, with small shells,
tells nothing; — it’s the same for miles along this coast»
till yon're slap ashore on the Catchups , aud then ”
ceeeeieeesess “ Mate” continued he, in a louder
tone, as he rose from the depths again on deck, and
in contradiction of his late category, “ Mate, ” said he ,
“send a hand into the weather chains , - send the colou-
rcd man, do you hear ? — and bid him not sing. out
the soundings , but give them aft to me quietly. —
I'll be close to him - Whisht! will you, forward there ?
— Hold your chattering , and listen if you can hear
the send of the sea in the caverns to leeward. ‘
“ And a half quarter, four! ” —— ¢ Very well, Lilly,
— bear a hand with it again, — heave cheerily. Go forward,
will you, Mate, and try and keep a better look out
than they chaps are doing on the forecastle. It’s just
odds now if we've weathered the Borer, or whether we
mayn't have a taste of that next ”.......* Breakers
a head! ”’ — cried three voices on the forecastle........
“ Down with the helm boy ! — down with it for your hfe y
— Forward there! — let the staysail sheet fly /] —
check the lee head braces! — Helm's a lee! ~— Jump
there, can’t ye hear? — Are ye all asleep ? — Hard
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‘dow; lwith that helm, boy, do, and give her a chance
if she will stay, for Tll be shot if we've room to wear
her. Brail up the trysail ! — She hangs! ”, .. . .. .

And now came a time of anxious expectation such as
only those know who have felt what it is when all iy this
world for them depends on the wind ~catching a head
sail right. - For . one deadly: half minute she hung , her
bows~ bolibi’ng'fheuvily, almost bowsprit' under , the stay-
sail flapping as she dropped ‘into the hollow of the sea,
and undetermined on “which side it should fill as she
rose again; the foretopsail doing nofhing to bring her
round ; sometimes back to the mast, and then full _again,
at every lurch the labowring vessel gave; and no object
was visible , to shew if she was at all disposed to pay
off - The Master rushed to the weather quarter ; - and
looked for a moment anxiously down ‘on the foaming
water — At last — ¢ stern way , - by-Tove ! <= shift
your helm , — all’s right , -— about she comes | — main
topsail haul, — haul avall ; — foretop bowline ; —
out with the trysail again; — cheerily my hearts! what
are ye afraid of? — Silence! and keep a better look out
there forward ! — Fase her head boy, — no near; —
very well thus Now, “very well” is. a compendious
phrase , wot always describing very correctly the gene-
ral condition of affairs in the vessel to whose steersman
this conseling assurance is given. Yet here it spoke with
tolerable fairness the state of mind of those  on board ,
releived from the danger which had just  before- been immi-
nent. She was now on the .other tack , standing towards
the bold and beelling rock which faced the shoals at
about a mile off , with an even chance of weathering it
without another board , if she could continue to shaw
sail enough to the gale.

| IR
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But the water was high over her lee side, and it was

all she could do to stagger through it. Yet the peril was
no longer urgent and immediate ; and as to what mighe
next be apprehended all was doubtful and indistinct; and
the mind of man is always sanguine, and never more 50
than at sea , where a sense of duty is always present and
lively to support and assist - At sea there are so many
moments when , all thatvis demanded from skill expe-
rience and forethought having been done , and no in.
stant exertion being required or praeticable, there is a pause
in which the mind naturally reposes on Hope ; and Hope

reposed on soon becomes eonfidence.

Bat why delight to pourtray the sea in it’s terrors,
when there is so much more of what is sublime in it’s
smiles? How ill have they seanned the real beauty and.
majesty of that glorious element who combine them with
the notion of an angry sea! The Sea is never angry,
It is much too mighty to be angry. How inadequate
an image of infinite power is presented in a storm at seg f
A thing with which human Genius , human Courage, nay
human  Foree , may ecope, ard over whichit is usually
empowered to prevail; whose violence is great, but still s
limited and surmountable - But » when all is ecalm, and
boundless , and fathomless, — no waves to be buffetted

by the stalwart prow » Do stooping clouds between Maw
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and Heaven , byt the depths of Ocean and the depths of
Sky blending in the warm - bright glory of 4 Summer
Horizon , without g visible line to fence in o measure
space, then may the mind take ipn. 8 notion of ompj-
potence. It is glorisus to gaze upward , from some sprirg-
tide meadow , into that clear vault from out the stores
of which descend the viewless influences of light | of
warmth , of freshening dew, and then perchance to hear
the trill of the far off Lark, poised above all scope of
human €ye, as it were the note of some glad spirit |
warbling forth it’s joy to earth from the bosom of hey.
ven itself - But more glorious still to look into that bright
but inscrutable sea s the only pure intense blue in Nature ¢
compared with which the sky itself is pale ; that traq.
quil water , iy whose awful bosom‘, far far below, there
are depths beyond which the Seaman’s [end will sink
no deeper, from which the line returns slackened to hijs
hand , where 3] things that can reach so deep , and
which time has not consumed , - remain hung ip space
immeasurable beneat, them and around them - To surye
this | to ponder an this, may furnish aa image of the. power
that rules beyond the regions of human sight or search -

The pure taste of ancient Greece pure even among
the infusions of j’s monstrous mythology , taught that
perfect power is hest expressed ip perfect calmness - Tt
formed an image of matchless strength, (1) but leaning on
its club and lion’s  skip - It formed ay Image of matchless
speed, (2) but reclining in the languid symmetry of linihg

(1) The Statue of Hercules, called the Farnese,

(2) The Statue of Mercury, found at Pompeii, and now in the
collection of the King of Naples,
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which , if roused to. vigourous exertion , ¢oyld spring aloft
from the mere impulse of the small wing bound to the
heel - Tt formed an image of matchless Majesty in the
stalue of the great ruler of the Gods, (1) where it sat se-
date , not bracing the sinewy terrors of a morta} arm to
hurl the brazen thunderbolt', but resting one hand upon
the wand of Peace , and, in the other bearing Victory
a symbol of sych magick influence , that he whoe formed it,
1t i3 said » Scarce dared o Jook upon it while he wors-
hipped - Such was the repose iy, which ‘the pure taste
of ancient Gregece taught - that Perfect power wag best to
be adored - Hoy much the rathep by those whe are

tanght to worship . boundless mercy as the firgt attribute
of boundless Might !

The Sea, the sublimg » the gracefu] | pe lovely seq 7
The sea which, if j; separate friends for awhile , unites
nations, and forever . Which links together the great kindred
of mankind » and which, eyey to those the mest dearly
loved between whom jt rolls, is the faithful conductoy
along  whose connecting chain ¢}, cherished Intercourse
between  heart and heart ig still preserved and .sped, un.
touched by foreign hands, as the straius of sweetest musick
come unbroken across jts weters.

And look at that Vessel | basking on jps gentle swell
or hasting along before the breeze. That little gay bark
i the distance » Whose white sail only can ‘be seep .
Like the feather that skims across it’s surface , she stoops
n acknowledgement to every breath - But her small frg.

—
(1} The great Statue of Jove, made by Phidias, and placed in the
Temple at Olympia, ‘
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me is full of energy and resource to grapple with the
blast - The tall ship of war , that grand epitome of beauty ,
confidence’, and strength. She seems as though alive to
every impulse and sentient of every duty. She bears her-
self as an imperial being, she moves as one fraught with
intelligence to foresee , to protect , “ to threaten and
” = % With all her bravery on,” fiy symbol of
that glorious Empire whose arm reaches forth to the re-
motest regions of the globe , wherever heaves the billow |

wherever commerce courts , or danger presumes
111

command

5 whose
march is o'er the mountajy Wave , ”* whose “ home
s on the deep ” - Though the black night be over the
waste of waters , the ship is wakeful still.' She speaks ,
she answers, with bright and glancing lights, and, through
the day , with many coloured flags , now soaring to the
peak, and fluttering there awhile » mow sinking again from
sight , their task performed , as she catches the quick
meaning or imparts it to the attentive partners of “her
course - Her voice is heard, short , sullen , 1mperious ,
as of one who brooks mot hesitation or delay, to de-
mand attention to what she enquires , to what she en-
joins - See her diminish or encrease her various powers ,
steady under change, to effect the object she has announced -
How gracefully she rounds to » to wait the act of obedience
i the rest! She lowers her hoat from her side. The
venturous little messenger dares the deep alone. Unheeded ?
Unprotected ? No ! For a watchful influence is oer it still
to guard , to superintend , and assist, As the low long
galley leaves the shadow of her wing, as it mounts the
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swell , or. glides into the depths betweer , she marks its

movements , she corresponds with her own. As.an anxious
motlier's, her thousand cares are with him that is away
upon the wave- They cease not , they pause not , they
speak in every gesture, till the returning wanderer is raised
aloft to be received again within her sheltering bosom,

Aud then she holds once more her free and onward way.

And there has been war upon the sea- And haply
there may be again. Again the wrath of nations: may
cast its red glére along those waters on which Man should
never meet his fellow man but in friendship and in aid.
Shall we speak of war? A melancholy theme ! An wunna-
tural and fearful ‘state of man, on which his mind , &s It
advances-in those arts and virtues which embellish” and
enuoble peace , though it be fearless to the death for
honour and for right , learns to reflect with less and less
of pleasure or of pride - Yet those, who , not answerable
for the continuance or cause of strife , have bravely ‘done
. war the dmy of frank obedience to what their bountry
claimed from it's people , are not the less to be remem-
bered- with renown , and blistered- be the tongue that
will grudge to speak it., The laurel sits fairly on the sailor’s
or the soldier’s brow, but dearer and more sacred is the
cypress_on his honourable grave even though conquest may
unot have wreathed a crown fo bedeck it,

Sam L.:. was a lad of a temper as joyous and as kind
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as ever was wedded o 4 daring splvit .
that class called uobly bora, Irjs name. had shed o lustre
on_ his dawuing fortunes, So, if fecorded ,  jt could add
N0 luterest to [ij story - His. honest ambition wags ¢¢ g
build yot boast ” {he credit

He was not g

of a name which he derived
from an bumble house ; and, poor Jaq ! he died too young
to reap the glosies to which Lis warm heart aspived -t g
1uscribed only on 4 small stope » raised in 3 foreign land ,

by the affections and esteem  of his messmates s who

» Still , through the wild Waves as they SWeep ,
v With  watchfy] eye and daunt]ess miew ,
» Their steady course of honour keep -

and they loved him well | because they had known him
nearly,

At ningteen ». he had passed for , Iieu.ten‘aney; and
by that fortuge which  sometimes forms a young seaman’s
carly fame | he was placed i, command of clipping
privateer Schooner, made prize of by the frigate on 'board
of which lLe served - She had been captured ou gy enemy’s
coast, and his ordeps were to join in her the admiral’s
flag which as flying some fifty or sixty leagues off on the
station. Aud few who have not fels j¢ can know the joy
of a stripling’s Leapt who finds himself sole’ master of
& separate command , g4 knows that Le has skill ang
resources for jt . Fop two days nothing happened 1o vary
the ordinary log of 4 beating passage in " light winds . The
third day was 4 thick fog, and, as it eleared up , towards .
eveuing . with 4 rising breeze , 4 stranger was seen o
windward yydep three topsails - Aud what could e do
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but trim sails to reconnojtre ? T’is true, he had no orders

but to proceed with due diligence to his station.” But to go
about and stand on for an hour on the other tack and so
edge a little nearer the stranger would by no means take
him ont of his course; and who is there but kuows that
one of a seamans first duties in war time is, when not
under orders positively to the contrary, to gain all intellj -
gence of a suspicious looking sail ? - He had ot gone upon

the starboard tack above half an hour, before he saw ano-
ther large sail, hull down, on his lee bow; and the last
sunbeam was now red in the west. It was plain that he
could not hope to bring either of the ships within di.
stance before dark to ‘shew colours; but they made more
sail and the headmost bore up a little , as to near “him -
He now tacked again, and, feeling that he had no right to
ran into strange company at night, he kept a point or
two free under easy sail, in a parallel to the course she
was steering, trusting to a good sailing craft, and a com-
manding- breeze , and a good look out withal « As it he
came dark , he tried his night signals - For awhile there
was 10 reply; and then the headmost ship showed lights.
But her answer was unintelligible to him - The code of

night signals in the British Navy was, at that time, im-

perfect , and subject to many mistakes - At day break
they were both on his weather quarter , the nearest
‘about three miles off; but two more large ships shewed

their lofty sails on the horizon. - It was a clear morning ;

and the leading frigate , for frigates the  two first were

now signalized him - But her flags spoke a language as
foreign to him as that of her lights had been the night
before - Bolh had the Ensign of England streaming from the
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pesk - But it was most improbable that an English Suae
dron should be cruizing on that part of the coast. And
now his private code was tried, in vain - And something
there “was in the cut of the sails , but more in their way
of handling them > which almost convinced him that they
were foreiguers - The moment Was an anxious one - Bug
it was to Sam one more of mortification than anxiety
for the fate of the charge entrusted to him. He had a
good  clean ‘craft heneath his foot, and , let the weather
but keep moderate » ‘and not too much sea » come what
would , he had reason to beleive that ,kholdl’ng a stézldy
Wuff , the Schooner might yet weather upon  their square
sails, so as to get to windward of them without passing
within gun shot - But he kuew that his daty was not te
risk his prize when nothing was to be gained ; and little
to be sure was to be gained by working up  to overhuul
two strange frigates , and ‘two othep ships ‘of war, ‘proud
though he ‘was of his command , in a Schooner monnating
eight " twelye pounder carronades and aﬁlong traversing gun
amid ships - So now, shaking out the last reef from his
foresail, he prepared to carry on, and a regular and eager
chase began - For time, he believed he was encreasing
his distance from the leading ship - At all events he stood
nearer the  wind , and she was not. perceptibly fore-
reaching on him; and her consort. was evidently dropping
fast astern, But, alas! the clouds rose, black ‘as thunder
on the horizon, the white horses came speeding along with
them in- the distance, it had already begun to blow strongs»
and the wind' was gradually - drawing more aft and bringing
the ‘pursuer ‘nearly on his beam. The little vessel groaned
and staggered under the pressure of sail ; the sea curled
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hig3h6 over her lee, and sheets of spray  at every piich
came flying over “all - Suddenly the headmost frigate ,
which was now gaining rapidly on him to within long
gun shot range , hauled down the colours she had worn s
and hoisted a different ensign at her peak. It was the one
which, at that moment, Sam could least have wished to see.,
It was that of a gallant nation , ‘between which aud Eo-
gland long may it be before again a cannon shall speak in
anger. A gush of white smoke issued from her bow ,
and , before the sound of the threatening message could
be heard , a shot came skimming over the tops - of -the
waves right a head of the schooner - Presently another ,
which passed over her, between her masts , but struck
nothing - < Now point the long.traveréiug gun, — and cast
loose the weather carronades , against closer work! - Fop
here’s what tells us she’s within distance already of our
midship challenger ” - Something might be brought down

by it which might slacken the frigate’'s pace and save the
httle vessel yet. So up went the Union ,-and , as the
schooner lurched , Sam himsell , with a ready hand to the
lock lanyard, quick answering to a ready eye , fired the
first shot in reply, and, jumping up on the slide, saw
it strike right under the frigate’s cutwater. “ Give it her
again, my hearts ! ” The second shot parted - ¢ Well done ,
long Bess ! ” bellowed the Mate , the glass to his eye , —
“ splintegs near the forecastle! ” Again! — when an
eighteen pound ball came in from one of the enemy’s bow
chasers , struck a timber head » and two men lay 1n blood
upon the deck; the one a mangled corpse , the other with
a leg knocked sheer from under him. “ Luff her up a bit1”
eried Sam , sull firmly looking at the advancing ship ,
whose bow now towered high above the water - “ Starboard
the helm ! Now, watch your time , men; - stand by for 2
broadside ! ™ Six of ‘the schooner’s eight carronades had
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been lltun out to “windward , and , as she liffed up to bring
them to bear upon her adversary , the fire of her whole
weather side was given at ouce - Her slight frémg heeled
from the explosion of her own guns , and she Aqui;ver,ed
from the centre to the mast head - And » hurrah | down
came the Frigate’s driver - But, in an - instant after
as her helm went down and her head sails. shook in the
wind, the red muzzles of the whole' tier, to her quarter
guns, appeared, and a tremendous broadside from her main
deckers followed , as she luffed and o

ame up to deliver it -
The schooner’s counter was torn up to the very bulwarks;
three men were » as 1t were , blown away before the blast
of the artillery , and a splinter striking the young comman-
der: near - the chest , broke his left shoulder , and dashed
him down against the side. The gallant youth sprang up.
Iiis arm hung mangled , and the blood gushing forth from
his. mouth shewed what had been the violence of the blow -
But “his courageous eye, unclonded yet by pain, lit up with
matchless energy - “ Stand to it » my hearts, my darlings >’
he shouted « Bat the whole mischeif now appeared. As the
wounded boy staggered once more to the weather bulwark,
to hold on, he looked up. The crippled mainmast reeled -
«“ Lower away lower away | ease off the foresheet ,. and
put her right before it / ” For a few moments the fight
was silenced - All hands were busy aft in getting up a
preventer shroud and fishing the mainmast, and , as she wag
falling off, another broadside came from the Frigate’s quarter
deck - The havock was not -so. great-as 'before - But an
unlucky shot, ranging forward under the bows , $evered the
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bobstay - The powerless bow sprit could no longer stay the
foremast as it swayed forward aud aft with the send of the
sca - “. Get out a.tackle forward! - up with the helm.
Hard! -~ But it was too late ! - The weakened mainmast,
now -deprived of all support ; -broke short off where the
shot " had eatered. 1t fell with a tremendous crash , =
ths deck, forward = and to leeward , was overwhelmed with
a mass of confused rain, - and the Vessel was left rolling
on the swell , a defenéclgss__wreek - “ Wil you strike sir? *
whispered the mate -‘fvé\eé YOur.njén lying about, — and,—"’
@it meaen Y Never! ” exclaimed Sam , in the last
excilement of a dauntless heart - ¢ Not I! — Haul m the
Euasigu that’s towing there -alongside , and send a hand i
pointing.;upwards , « to stop it to that stamp there » -
“I sippose,”continued he, in a lower tone, « I suppose
they’ll have it down without, us, soon - I see she’s lowering
# quarter boat - We have but to wait for them now ! 7’
He sat down on ‘a carronade slide - His face was deadly
pale. Suddenly rising , he drew his hanger from it’
sheath , and, with a strong blow , broke it in two, across
the carronade. His father had given it to him at parting .
Un it’s blade was engraved a powerful talisman - ¢ England
expects every man to do his Duty ** - As the first boat s
( for two were lowered and manned , ) pulled up under
the stern, he ﬂuug the pieces into the deep, and agaia
sunk upon the deck, his face resting dowuwards on his
right arm as he lay -« MF L. . sir » . said the
Mute, ¢ they're along side - Look up Sir, - come, Sir,
dont be “dshamed, you've fought her well , and they wont
make ‘much of the prize at any rate. — Oh M.S L ., . .

I hope you're not much hurt s Sic — all’s over now!” -
He raised' his brave young officer in his arms. Yes, all
was over indeed! He never spoke again , nor did his eyes
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ever more unclose
hands of another !

But a gallant enemy did honour to
to his remains - All nations have brave m

God rest his soul ] —
Sith will no better he —

We trust we have in this our land
Five hundred, good as he.

» to see his darling first command in the

his memory , and
en- And so. . . ,
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