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NATIONAL EDUCATION.

-THE importaiice of,National ‘Eduecation is a truth now
pretty generally confessed even by those who do nothing
io advance it. It is not therefore necessary to use many
arguments 'to shew how much it conduces to the well
being of all governments, that the people should ' be  well
snstructed. It may suffice at present to -address those
who think that too much knowledge in the people may
diminish the sanction of the laws, in the words of Bacon;
« To say that a blind cistom of obedience should be a
surer obligation , than' duty taught and understood; it is
to affirm that a' blind man ‘may tread surer by a guide,
than a seeing man by]a. light.”” =

The omission of national education is the less excusable;

since the invention of ‘printing has made it easier. But

there is yet another consideration, which, though para-
doxical, will, I think, turn out to be  true; and that is,
that in those countries where the lower orders are not
taught to read, the invention of printing is not merely
uscless, but actually hurtful to them.- Let us look to.the
days of ancient Greece, when books were produced by much
labour, and were consequently. rare. Rnowledge then was
communicated almost entirely by svord of mouth in public.
How was the history of Herodotus published? By recita-
ton: at the Olympic Games. On such an occasion, in
such an assembly, as the loadstone draws iron, the histo-
rian would attract around him all the spirits capable of
_ appreciating and imitating his merits.—Thucydides; it is
said, was one of this audience, and shed tears of pleasure
aud emulation at the eloquent periods* of _the historian, at
the deep silence which drank his words, ~at the mighty
applause which followed them. The tears of Thucydides
were not unprofitable. They produced the history of the
Peloponnesian  war.. So the lectures of the philosophers
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were all verbal, and most of themn paublic.. Now the ad-
vantage of this system was, that the . poorest and most
sguorant man in the state, if he }xad talent, might profit’
by the same means of education, as the rich and
scientific. He might turn, if such were lus taste, from
the contests of s;’rength" and swiftoess at the games, to
the nobler strife of imagination and memory.” He might
always find some corner in the Portico to listen” to the

sublime lesson, that there is, no real evil but vice; nor

would the groves of Academus ever be so crowded, as
not to leave him a "shade, where he might learn the
noblest of employments, the search for truth. Nay, let
him come reeling home, like Polemo, fronr the midnight
banquet, he might stray. by a lucky error into a School,
where he might “be taught by the calm accents of the
philosopher, “first to blush ‘for what he wvas, and then
to' become what he was not. 'By such meaps. there was
less chance of a rich and powerful mind rotting away
for want of eultivation: The poor shared in a great -degree
the polite education of the rich; and to this perhaps may
be attributed the elegance and refinement of the plays and
the speeches, which were composed for popular assemblies,

But in modern times, literary men grve themselves uo
trouble to. recite their discoveries in: public: they content
themselves whith laying before the world one single copy
of their works, knowing that in a shert time it will be
maltiplied and dispersed over the world by the magical
power of the press. But who ‘will ‘benefit by this? Those
who can read. Those who eannot read are not only shut
out from the sight of the books, but ‘being also deprived
of all opportusities of hearing recitations, they remain in
profound ignorance of that improvement \x'(»l']i-éh'is siléutly
flowing into the minds of the higher orders. This produces
an invisible: but strong line . of ‘separation *-between the
manner of thinking of the rich and the poor; a separation
not necessarily ° resulting - from' the ' pature of things, and
which did not exist in so great a degree 1n former times.
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T.et us look for an: instance in the science of legislation,
in which within the last century an immense improvement
has taken place, This improvement is as C‘ompletely' hid-
den from those who cannot read, as if it had never been
discovered ; nor can ‘they at all appreciate the motives of
the lawgiver who introduces it. Whereas if the doctrines
of Beccaria, of Montesquien, and of “Bentham had been
constantly recited, and their ‘different systems discussed
in public, many of the lower class,. even in - countries
where reading is not' geueral, would havé imbibed the
truths taught by - these authors, and would have coms
municated them to. others. . . s '
_Let no one thik that I mean -to undervalue the
usefolness of the art of printing, which ‘is the greatest
_emgine for the improvement of man. My only -ebject is
to remind those upon_ whom the duty of education
rests, that a people, who have lost ‘the habit of gaining
instruction by the ear, and have not yet attained the-art
‘of taking it in by the .eye; is in a state of ‘moral
degradation, to which we can find no parallel ‘in the
ages, which preceded our boasted and - justly prized in-
yention, S - T 0 RR ] F i ;
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